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The speaker at the next monthly meeting will be John Villela from Timbecon.  He has a presenta-
tion on hand tools , particularly a new range of planes, and a discussion of sharpening he would 
like to show us  

START TIME IS: 7PM 

DATE: TUESDAY 1st of MARCH   

Don't forget your name badges.    

Presidents Report March 2016 
 
Concerns. 
It has been bought to the committees attention that some member/s have been attending the 
club smelling of alcohol. No alcohol is to be drunk on the premises and no member is to enter 
the club having been drinking before arrival to operate equipment. Details will be spelt out in the 
near future. 
This is against the Club rules and dangerous to all concerned, and not in the interest of the 
Club. 
 
Shock. 
It was sad to hear Neil Scobie who has lectured at every Turnfest and reputed to be the best 
Woodie in Australia, has pancreatic Cancer. Therefore he and his wife Liz will not be attending. 
 
Toy Group. 
The Toy Group has settled into their new premises in Doncaster and importantly pleased to an-
nounce we have Robert Vautier who will mange the stocking, packaging and distribution of the 
Toys. Ken Morrison will resume his job as coordinating the production of the toys.  
Robert has done a lot of work with the toys, as his wife Anne who is the daughter of the late Reg 
Worthy, who was the founder of the concept of making toy kits for sick children. 
We welcome Robert officially into the club and assure him of our support. 
 
Resignation.  
Our Club Secretary Rachelle Leaver will be resigning her position at the end of April. We thank 
her for her support and effort. 
We would ask any member who has some skills in this area to please contact me, so we can 
explain the position. This position is very important for the efficient running of our club, however 
it does not evolve a lot of time. 
 
       Continued page 2…………………………………………. 
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………………………..From page 1 
 
Carving Leadership Change. 
Unfortunately Mikhael Bendrychev has had to resign as leader of  the new Carving group of a Monday 
night due to family reasons, but delighted to announce Ernie Ghemling an early foundation member, 
with his late father Herbert, has offered to take on the job. Ernie was a night carver in the early years 
when night Carving operated. He is a great Carver, and has been a regular attendee at our Annual 
Carve-Inn over the years. Ernie we welcome you back, and am sure you will continue the great tradition 
your late dear Dad established at our Club. 
 
Medical. 
Ron Bentley has had his first eye operation and needs some more rest before the second one is oper-
ated on. All went well but it is a slow resting recuperating ordeal. He may be away for another six or so 
weeks. 
Herb Hardidge is making good progress, he only now needs a new back and we will not keep up with 
him !!! 
Yen Ip and Tim Gale are progressing well and now off the list. 
John Wheeler a little better but Dr Hensell thinks he upsets the nurses and they give him blunt nee-
dles !!  
Richard Salvado is holding his own but is  still having further chemotherapy.    
 
A New Club Web Site. 
Richard Fyffe is working hard on the clubs new web site in between shifting houses. The New website 
will include the storing of all our monthly newsletters, a gallery of our club skills, our History, Club 
Rules, Equipment Manuals and Club Policy etc. 
 
Publicity Officer. 
It would be appreciated if any member with some marketing or promotional skills, could assist us in this 
position. Not a big job but would meet interesting people. 
 
Safety Glasses. 
We will be issuing to every Club member soon, a pair of safety glasses, soon for you to use during 
woodwork sessions, in the club, as necessary. You will be responsible for them, but more importantly 
the safety of your eyes. [See John Paine’s report on page 3.] 
 

Warrandyte Festival March 19-20 
This event is run by the Manningham Council who has been very good to our Club in many ways over 
many years, and I know we are a very respected organisation in the eyes of the council, in offering op-
portunities and activities to older persons, and for our work to charity within the community and in par-
ticularly our Toy Group. Hence it is vital we give this event our full support as we need to promote the 
club in our area, to get ongoing support and exposure, and new members. 
We want to be demonstrating each section of the club from Saturday morning to Close that afternoon, 
and the same on Sunday. Check out the list and see where you can assist. Allan Way will be oversee-
ing the event. 
Group Leaders please liaise between your Groups re manpower for your group to man the duration of 
the event. Appreciating Allan Way, is with his injured daughter in Perth at the moment. Please help in 
Making his job easier for his late return. 
This is an opportunity for the night Groups to do their share for the club as opposed to other club activi-
ties that are done during the working week. 
All members support will be appreciated. 
I will not be at the March Club night as I will be at the annual Ulysses Motor Bike rally in Launceston, 
but Vice President John Paine will be filling in for me. 
 
Bruce Hensell 
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WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE SAFETY AREA OF THE CLUB 
 

So far since being in the position of Health & Safety I have been busy updating the processes that are in the 
club & talking with the group leaders. 

There has been a safety committee set up with David Cretney (Turning & carving) Bill Paul (Turning & Carving) 
Austin Polley (Box making) & myself John Paine (Carving). 

Things completed so far 

How to use machines safely. These documents shall be displayed near each machine. There has been one dis-
played on the bandsaw for the last couple of months. In theory if you follow these procedures you will not have 
any accidents. These document are called (Safe Working procedures) or (SWP's) a set for all machines are also 
located in the Workshop safety manual located near the power board for the dust collector. 

A Riving knife has been installed on the circular bench saw. This is to stop timber being ejected at high speed at 
the user. This is a safety guard. When talking with the insurance company asking what we are covered for the 
question came up about if we remove a safety guard are we covered, he asked me to think about it? Welllll I 
guess if I make a machine unsafe by removing a safety guard how can I ask the insurance company to insure 
me. So the answer is NO safety guard NO insurance!!!!! 

The riving guard goes up and down when adjusting the height of the blade. Due to the design of the saw bench  
the knife does not cover the blade when the blade is 25mm up. Also when the blade is at full height the riving 
knife goes above the blade so does not allow to cut thicker then the height of the blade. This is a work in pro-
gress so will keep you updated 

Accident record book to be located near first aid box. This needs to be filled in for all accidents. Even it is just a 
bandaid for a small cut. This is a requirement by Worksafe so it is important we pickup our game here. It will also 
help the safety committee to direct our attention to where we need more training etc. 

A number of things still to do 

You will see on the Carving cupboard door a matrix of names & machines. This shows who can use what ma-
chine. This has been done before but has not been kept up to date. This will be produced for each group & 
placed on each group door. Also against some of the names will be the letter "T" this denotes that this person 
will be a trainer for that machine. Speak to your leader if you want to learn how to use a machine. 

We are reviewing positioning safety emergency switches (on bandsaw) on some machines including lathes 

Safety glasses will be purchased soon, the safety committee recommends that they are worn while using all ma-
chines. That is your decision but we do recommend. There will always be machines it is not negotiable on like 
lathes & bench grinders. So always safety first!!! 

So far I thank all for the support, you have given me in making changes. Even though I feel like the fun police 
the end result is to minimise accidents. That is what really makes a difference. When I left work I thought I was 
finished with all this stuff but it is just as important in the club as in work!!! 

John Paine 

 

DEFIBRILLATOR use & First Aid 

As part of the move to increase peoples awareness of Health and Safety in the club,the committee has decided 
it would be a good idea to "spread the word" on how to use the "Defibrillator" The video that comes with the unit, 
was shown at a club night, but as many people did not see it then, we plan to show it to each group, in the club. I 
will be contacting each group leader to get a convenient time like at tea break,to show the video. 

FIRST AID TRAINING 

Again, as part of the push for Health and Safety, we would like to know who has done the "First -Aiders" course, 
and when it was done. Even if it was many years ago that you did the course let us know. I will leave a sheet on 
the noticeboard, for you to fill in, and for us to do follow-ups with. 

Austin Polley 
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MORE ON THE WEB   

Web link Brief description 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cg0d6ZQ00Rg DiResta heart shaped band-
saw box 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4cLBgKWD-k Jimmy’s routter tips 

WARRANDYTE FESTIVAL 2016 
The 2016 Warrandyte Festival is to be held over two days on Saturday the 19th and Sunday the 20th of 
March. In the past this event has been well supported by our club and we hope to continue this year. 
We have space in a covered rotunda to display our clubs activities. 

We would like to have representation from each of the clubs activities. A roster for the two days will be 
placed on the notice board, and we encourage members to join in and help promote our club. We will 
need people to demonstrate and others to talk to those interested in the club and hand out brochures. 
This has been a good recruitment event for new members, and is a great fun weekend with lots of ac-
tion. Any time you can give over the weekend will be appreciated. 

For further information : Allan Way 9459 9049, or Ken Morrison 9723 5030 

AUSTRALIAN WOOD TURNING  

EXIBITION 

Calling all wood turners to start creating and enter the 
2016 Australian Woodturning Exhibition. Conditions of 
entry and entry forms are now available on their web-
site www.awtex.com.au. Closing date for entries is the 
20th May 2016.  Best of show wins $1200 plus the top 
of the range Dremel and its accessories. Come on 
and make Woodcraft Manningham proud. All entries 
will be exhibited at the Waratah Rooms, Whitehorse 
Centre, 397 Whitehorse Road, Nunawading from 17-
19 June 2016 

If you need further information, please contact 
Rachelle on 0416656786 

Show and Tell 

Below right  a photo of  ‘a gang of four Vikings”  by Neil Wakeman, ready for a session of pillaging and 
sacking (and probably worse things too!). 

The Vikings were modelled on a 1958 design by a Danish designer Jacob Jensen, who was better 
known for his work with Bang and Olsen, the people who make high end hi fi equipment. Jensen died 
last year at the age of 89. They were scaled up from a photograph that I found on the internet  http://
modern50.com/oddities/turned-rare-wood-vikings/  I made them from any scraps of wood that I could find 
lying around in my shed.  The tall ones have bodies made from walnut (I think) and the heads are made 
from Huon pine.  The spear that one bloke is holding is a bamboo shaslik skewer.  Waste not, want not! 



Our Woodwork Calender 

Club Night   First Tuesday of each month except January. 

Committee Meeting Third Wednesday in the month. 

  

MARCH:  Warrandyte festival  19th—20th. 

APRIL:   Carve-in 29th April to 1st May at Lady Northcote 

JUNE:   Australian wood turning exhibition 17-19 June. 
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CLUB ROOM CLEANING ROSTER 
 

2016 January 3rd Wednesday box makers. 

February Thursday AM carvers. 

March  1st Monday Turners. 

GROUP LEADERS PLEASE CHECK THE SIGN IN BOOK AS THE CLEANING RESPONSIBILITY FOR EACH MONTH IS NOTED IN 

RED. Any enquiries to Allan Way. 9459 9049. 

Lathe for Sale 

Carbatec Lathe  

90cm pipe bed on a bench and in going order. 

3 jaw chuck,  face plates, chisels and some accessories   

$250 or near offer  

Ring : Reg Staggard  0412 256 517  

If you are interested in saving a bit of 
money with preloved machinery. 
Contact Wanita from Woodworking 
warehouse on 9587 3999 or email 
wanita@wwwh.net.au 
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Calling all turners 

Call for entries for The Australian Woodturning Exhibition 2016 is now open.  Full details and entry forms 
are now available on www.awtex.com.au.  Come on get turning and make Woodcraft Manningham 
Proud.  New for this year $250 prize for the best woodart in both the open/intermediate section and nov-
ice section.  Plus if you have a child or grandchild who is turning, Dremel are sponsoring the best student 
award and will give the best student a Dremel starter kit and accessories.  Woodcraft Manningham are 

Situations Vacant 

We are currently looking for 2 positions: 

      -  Public Relations Officer to promote the club  

      -  Secretary.   

Please contact Bruce Hensell if you are interested in either positions. 
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The 16th Century 

In addition to tiny, beautiful prayer books and rosary beads, people of the past liked to express their love 
of religion and beauty with objects known as prayer nuts. These artifacts were not actually carved from 
nuts--rather, they were carved from wood, but tiny enough to look like walnuts.  

Prayer nuts were mainly produced in northern Europe during the 16th century. Due to the incredible skill 
required to make these items, only the wealthy could afford them. In addition to being a symbol of a per-
son's faith, they were also a status symbol. 

The outsides alone were marvelously carved with intricate designs, including text. Everything was held in 
place with wooden hinges carved right into the piece. These prayer nuts would usually be attached to a 
belt or a rosary. 

When the nut opens, the first things you see are panels carved with various religious scenes. These vary 
based on the prayer nut, and might be dedicated to a certain saint, religious event, or type of prayer. The 
one above shows the Annunciation scene on the bottom, and around the images, you can see the pray-
er passages carved in. 

But there's more! The inside panels could also open, by way of more tiny wooden hinges, and revealed 
even more miniature carvings. Because of the round shape of the prayer nuts, these scenes would be 
spectacularly detailed, with rows of lifelike little figures. Imagine the patience and the skill one would 
need to create something like this!  

 

In addition, the prayer nuts were often scented with a variety of 
perfumes, so that the scenes would be an even greater sensory 
experience for their owners. 

The prayer nuts you see here are all from the 1500s, with most 
coming from Dutch regions. Today, they're prized as incredible 
works of art, and can be found in many museums. 

(I wish I could have included all the photos of these prayer nuts 
but too many for the newsletter) 

Also see more on the next page. 
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AUSTRALIA DAY 

My apologies for not including these photos in last months newsletter, but was a busy period and in or-
der to get the newsletter to the lady at Bruce’s work on time I simply forgot I even took the photos. So I 
hope you like them. 

Editor 



COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

President:    Bruce Hensell   0419 519 191 

Vice President:   John Paine    0411 451 234 

Secretary:    Rachelle Leaver   9712 0994 

Treasurer:    Bill Wood    9844 2459 

Membership Secretary: Bill Wood    9844 2459 

Training & Safety:  John Paine    9424 5290 

 

Committee members: 

John Tarry    9842 5324   

Allan Way    9459 9049   

John Paine    0411 451 234 

Richard Fyffe   9859 1691  

Austin Polley   9844 3086 
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Contacts at Woodcraft Manningham including days and times. 
 

WOOD TURNING DAY TIME     CARVING DAY TIME 

1st Monday  9am   Allen Payne 9878 8703  Every Thursday  8.30am & 1pm Richard Salvado 9817 5252 

Every Wednesday  8.30 am Herb Hardidge 9842 2671  Every Friday  8.30am  Bruce Hensell 0419 519 191 

Every Wednesday  1.00pm John Tarry 9842 5324  2nd Friday 1pm   Bruce Hensell 0419 519 191 

        CARVING EVENING 

        Every Monday 6.30pm  Ernie Ghemling.0401924205 

        N.B. any queries Re: Carving contact Richard Salvado ONLY 

WOOD TURNING EVENING       

1st Thursday  6.30pm  Stuart Watson 9886 1893  SCROLL SAWING, PYROGRAPHY & INTARSIA DAY TIME 

4th Thursday  6.30pm  Allan Way 9459 9049  2nd & 4th Friday  1pm  Bruce Hensell 0419 519 191 

 

BOX MAKING DAY       TOY GROUP DAY TIME 

1st & 3rd Friday  1pm  Richard Fyffe 0431 091 108 Every Tuesday  9am  Ken Morrison 9723 5030 

 

BOX MAKING EVENING 

2nd & 4th Tuesday  6.30pm Ron Bentley 9710 1686 

 

Remember 

If you miss your normal meeting you are welcome to  do a “make up ‘ by attending another group that month. Just give the group 

leader a call to let them know you will be coming along.          CLUB ROOM PHONE NUMBER 9846 8148 


